FGP/129/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 29th March, 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, R. Hoseason,  J.G. Jones, M. Bennett, Mrs E. Channon,  P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, W.O. Jones, Mrs H. Bickerton, F.D. Aldridge, W. Benyon, C. Schofield, Mrs V. Schofield
In the Chair: 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain
Also in attendance:  
David J. Preston, Town Clerk



Roger A. Dyke, Finance Officer
477.
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
478.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs D. Barrow – ill, Councillor A. Hannagon – working, Councillor Mrs C. Hawksley – family commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.
479.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 26 Oswestry Borderland Tourism Limited as a Representative of the Company.  
Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Items 14, 15 and 26.  These in respect of being a supporter of the applicants in Agenda Item 14, a user of the facility provided in Agenda Item 15, and the Council’s Representative in respect of Agenda Item 26.

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12, Oswestry Local Joint Committee, as the Chairman of the Oswestry Local Joint Committee.

480.
THANKS

Councillor Mrs A.H. Bickerton recorded her thanks to the Council for the very kind letter sent to Mr John Bickerton following his recent significant illness.
481.
MONEY MARKET

Report from the Finance Officer on Investment Income for the period up to March 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2040/10 be adopted.
482.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE


RESOLVED report TC/2041/10 be adopted.

483.
SUNDRY CREDITORS


RESOLVED to adopt the below Statement of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:


4th January 2010

SC/308/09


15th January 2010

SC/309/10


3rd February 2010

SC/310/10


15th February 2010

SC/311/10


28th February 2010

SC/312/10

484.
NALC – DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY AND BUSINESS PLAN 2010 – 2015


Member Councils have been circulated with a copy of the Development Strategy and Business Plan 2010-2015 by NALC.


The NALC Executive Committee had endorsed the Consultation Paper, Initial Draft Development Strategy and Business Plan and a questionnaire as a basis for extensive consultation and dialogue.  

Each of the items of documentation was discussed at length together with a draft response as provided by Shrewsbury Town Council to the Consultation.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED to respond to NALC suggesting that:

· The organisation was attempting to build on flawed foundations;
· The structure is considered to be historic and no longer appropriate or fit for current purpose;

· That membership should firstly be at the National Association itself and secondly of a County Association;

· That the comments provided by Shrewsbury Town Council be supported and used as a template for the response from the Town Council.

485.
SALC – AGM

Update from Councillor M. Bennett on the SALC AGM as held on the 13th March 2010 at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury.  The purpose of the meeting was to formally adopt a new constitution based around the key structure document that had been the subject of recent consultation and some input from Oswestry Town Council.  


After considerable debate it was RESOLVED that a letter be sent to SALC expressing the view that the recent Extraordinary General Meeting and its decisions were ultra vires on the basis that a quorum was not recognised to be present at the commencement of the meeting and it therefore should have been closed with the names recorded of those in attendance.  SALC to be asked to confirm therefore why the meeting was then allowed to continue and why financial based decisions were then taken on behalf of the organisation.
486.
SALC – REPRESENTATION

Following recent correspondence between the Town Council and SALC, the Chairman of the Association, Councillor Roger Evans, had expressed a view that it may be beneficial to both the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and SALC, if the Chairman and the Chief Executive came to a meeting in Oswestry to answer questions in person.  The request was therefore made as to whether it would be possible for SALC to attend a future Finance and General Purposes Committee.

After discussion it was RESOLVED to extend the invitation and to therefore make a decision on SALC membership for 2010/2011 following that dialogue.
487.
OSWESTRY LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE


Update from Town Council representatives following the meeting of the Oswestry Local Joint Committee held on the 8th March 2010, in the Holy Trinity CE Primary School Hall, Middleton Road, Oswestry.  Agenda items included the PACT meeting, updates from the Community Regeneration Officer, Community Chest Bids and a discussion around ‘Developing the Tourism Product for Oswestry’.


RESOLVED the report be noted.

488.
NALC – FREE LEARNING SEMINAR


Invitation from NALC to attend an event showcasing Royal Leamington Spa Town Council. 
The seminar was free and places were limited.  The event would look at how the new Town Council has been formed and also include a walking tour of Town Council projects and two key sessions focussing on ‘Local Council Charter’ and ‘New Local Councils – The National Perspective’.


On the basis that no Elected Members wished to attend, it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk and the Facilities Manager attend.

489.
SMALL GRANT SCHEME – LLANGOLLEN INTERNATIONAL MUSIC EISTEDDFOD


Request for financial assistance from the International Eisteddfod.


RESOLVED a grant of £100 be made.

490.
SHOPMOBILITY OSWESTRY

The Town Council had held over £2,000 of the potentially reserved sum for Shopmobility in the 2009/2010 budget.

Oswestry Community Action was asked to pursue a funding bid for this shortfall with the Local Joint Committee.  Andrew Brown, the Transport and Buildings Manager, has held discussions with Nicky Young, Community Regeneration Officer, and also Samantha Hine, Head of Community Working at Shropshire Council.  Guidance has now been given that “it is not acceptable for LJC funding to be used to make up a shortfall or reduction in funding from another Council.......the purpose of LJC funding is to add value to local activity rather to meet a budget cut from elsewhere.”
On the basis of the clarification from Shropshire Council then the Town Council was invited to confirm or otherwise its decision on the remaining £2,000 previous to the end of the current financial year.

RESOLVED that the balance of £2,000 be agreed for payment.

At this point Councillor Mrs B.Y. declared a personal interest as a past user of the service.

491.
DEVOLUTION OF SERVICE TO LOCAL COUNCILS


The Town Clerk was invited by The National Association of Local Councils to write an article on Devolution for the latest edition of LCR.


RESOLVED the item be noted.

492.
ECONOMIC FORUM AND TOWN PLAN

For information e-mail from Kate Garner, Community Working Manager, Community Working Team (Northern Area), Shropshire Council, following up a recent meeting that was held with the Town Clerk.

The item was primarily for information but looked towards ideas for a refresh of the Town Plan and confirmation that a meeting will be arranged with the relevant Portfolio Holder at Shropshire Council in terms of Economic Development and Regeneration.

RESOLVED the offer of the meeting be accepted and the four members of the Economic Development Task and Finish Group be invited to attend the meeting.

493.
POWER OF WELL BEING APPLICATION


Feedback was received from the two training events for Members and it was noted that a further event will be necessary to complete the training for 80% of members to enable qualification for the criteria for the Power of Well Being.


In addition it was advised that the Town Clerk had successfully passed the Power of Well Being module of Cilca that is part of the criteria for the Council’s application.

RESOLVED the updates be noted and ideally the Council to look to make a decision at its May meeting in terms of the application for the Power of Well Being.

It was further RESOLVED that upon receipt of the Power, the Town Clerk to be asked to present a tailored training event specific to the Town Council’s aims and aspirations with linkages to the Core Principal Authority Strategy.

494.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and be asked to withdraw.
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