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OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a special meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors Mrs. M.  Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk




   2 members of the public

156.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow 
– illness, Councillor K. Barrow – another meeting, Councillor M. 
Chamberlain – illness, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – another meeting, 
Councillor C. Schofield – work, Councillor M. Bennett – another 
meeting.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

157.
TOWN CLERK

The Town Clerk was welcomed back after a hip resurfacing operation and 
noting his return was on a phased return to work basis.
158.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on items included on the agenda were declared as below in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED no declarations of interest were declared.

159.
DESIGNATION OF THE FIVE ACRE FORMER RAILWAY LAND SITE IN 
OSWESTRY AS A TOWN GREEN


The Town Clerk set the scene for the meeting explaining that the aim of 
the debate was to examine the town green situation and to forward the 
views of the Town Council to the County Council when they discuss the 
registration application at the end of July 2008.  


The Town Clerk had provided a copy of the Inspector’s report and 
summarised the briefing note that had been issued to the Borough Council 
the previous evening, alongside views expressed by Councillor M. 
Bennett.  It was pointed out that the key to the current debate is the report 
on the Inquiry issue by Vivian Chapman, Q.C. which recommends that the 
County Council should register the site under Section 15 of The Commons 
Act 2006.


In a written submission to the Council, Councillor M. Bennett in 
apologising for his absence, considered that in summary the site was in 
planning terms a classic brown field site in need of regeneration, a long 
standing preference for a mixed development had been promoted by the 
original Town Centre Partnership, concerns existed over the current public 
investment in the site by AWM;  the fact that 40% of the site would be 
public open space with the addition of Shelf Bank and general concerns 
over anti-social behaviour if the site is left open and unattended.


The issue for the Town Council therefore to consider was what 
representational viewpoints should the Town Council make.  During 
debate, Mrs. J. McCarthy, a member of the public, gave an indication of 
wishing to speak and after a vote it was 


RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned for a ten minute period to allow 
a contribution to be made by Mrs. McCarthy.  In summary, she suggested 
that many sites were available in Oswestry for supermarkets that could
include green areas or medical facilities.  In terms of Shelf Bank, she 
suggested that no funding had been spent on Shelf Bank in terms of 
maintenance in the past and that everyone was responsible for their own 
litter.  Mrs. McCarthy pointed out that Shelf Bank was steep for the elderly 
and therefore why couldn’t the railway land and Shelf Bank be open 
spaces, possibly being maintained by Shropshire Wildlife Trust.  



The meeting was then reconvened.


After considerable debate, it was 


RESOLVED  that the Town Council urges the County Council not to 
register the site under The Commons Act 2006 on the basis of the below 
reasons:

· That the majority viewpoint in Oswestry would indicate the site should be used for regeneration of health purposes as opposed to a village green.
· The Council to reaffirm the brown field status of the site and the demand for its regeneration within the town.
· To highlight the long stated views of the Town Centre Partnership for a mixed use development.
· To highlight the recent public investment in the site by AWM.
· To demonstrate the high percentage of public open space and its enhancement by the addition of Shelf Bank.
· The view of the Town Council that the site should be cleared up as a matter of urgency.
· The fears of anti-social behaviour if the site is left open and unattended.
· Concerns over the costs of future maintenance of the site, the lack of a site management plan and the resulting impact on local Council taxpayers.  

In addition, it was further RESOLVED to highlight to Shropshire County 
Council the potential for a town poll but highlighting the cost and clarifying 
if such a process would actually assist the County Council, acknowledging 
timescale, processes etc.  The contact with the County Council to 
demonstrate that the suggestion was put forward without prejudice or 
commitment at this stage.
160.
MOVING THE DATE OF ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
TO THE DATE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS IN 
2009


Comments were requested on the above consultation document on 
proposals to move the date of English Local Government Elections to the 
date of the European Parliament Elections in 2009. After debate, it was 
RESOLVED
· That the date should be in May to reflect the long standing Local Government legislation and to ensure that the unitaries are up and running as soon as possible.  This on the basis of unitary impact in many areas in 2009.

· To recognise the importance of Local Council elections and all costs should be absorbed by the principal tier.

· To seek clarification with regard to the integration of the elections with the Unitary Elections.

· To stress that the European Elections be held on a separate date.

