AC/02/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 23rd June 2010 in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, Councillors R. Hoseason, F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, P. Cherrington, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, and Mrs M.E. Chamberlain.

In the Chair:

Councillor Mrs. A. H. Bickerton
In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk


Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager

4.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, C. Schofield – holiday, Mrs. V. Schofield – holiday.
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
5.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8 Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as the Council’s representative on the Tourism Association.
Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8 Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre as the Council’s representative on the Tourism Association.

6.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings as held on the 14th April 2010 AC/110/10 and the 

17th May 2010 AC/01/10 were confirmed and signed.
7.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING
RESOLVED that:

· With regard to Christmas decorative lighting, Chris Edwards, Deputy Director, Environmental Services, be asked to produce an update for the next meeting on the procurement of Christmas decorative lighting for 2010 and beyond.
8.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE TO DATE
RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2101/10 from the Finance Officer.
9.
CAE GLAS PARK - MAINTENANCE
Update report CGP/143/10 from the Facilities Manager on meetings held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance on 16th and 30th April, and 7th and 21st May 2010.  

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To refuse to accept the cost of £877.10 to replace the 98 dead Hebes in the Garden for the Blind and to ask the Contractor for a cheaper option;
· To consult with the Youth Café and the new Oswestry Youth Council for views on the possibility of siting a Youth Shelter in the park;
· To note the cost of £2,260 for emergency resurfacing of the path leading into the Park by the Children’s Play Area as informed to the Mayor and Chairman of the Committee;
· To arrange removal of the compost heap to the Allotments before the In Bloom judging on 21st July.
10.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
Report on meetings between the Facilities Manager and representatives of Centre users as held on 9th April and 4th May 2010.  HC/64/10.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To note that the catalogue of heritage items held at the Centre will be delayed due to limited archivist support due to illness;
· To investigate more cost effective options in providing visual aids of the first floor exhibitions to be available on the ground floor.
11.
CONTRACT – OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE

Report from the Internal Auditor to the Council raising a number of areas around the contract between the Town Council and Oswestry Borderland Tourism Limited.  The Amenities Committee were asked to action the points in accordance with the agreement.

It was RESOLVED:
· To accept and implement the recommendations within the report;

· To appoint a Policy and Monitoring Group in accordance with the Contract.  The membership to be Councillors M. Bennett, J.R Evans and C. Schofield.
12.
OSWESTRY TEAM TENNIS UPDATE

Report from the Facilities Manager on the partnership venture between Oswestry Town Council and Oswestry Team Tennis TC/2088/10.
Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To acknowledge the success of Oswestry Team Tennis;

· To promote the fact that this is the only club in the West Midlands to have dedicated mini red and orange courts;

· To contact Shropshire Youth Service for help with the unruly behaviour by youths that disrupts play.
13. MANAGEMENT OF FIRE SAFETY POLICY 2010
To formally receive the Management of Fire Safety Policy 2010 as prepared by the Facilities Manager.

RESOLVED:

· To formally adopt the Policy produced by the Facilities Manager in terms of Fire Safety Policy 2010.
14. NORTHERN SHROPSHIRE AREA FORUM

RESOLVED:

· To note report from the Facilities Manager on a meeting of the Northern Shropshire Area Forum held on the 27th April 2010.  TC/2076/10.
15. OSWESTRY GATACRE GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION
Report on meetings between the Facilities Manager, and the Chairman of Oswestry Gatacre Gardens and Allotments Association held on 13th April and 18th May 2010 GA/7/10.
Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To note the report;
· To agree in principle to the hire of a disabled toilet at the site at a cost of £400 per season but to ask the Association for a potential recharge in rents for 2011/12 to cover this. The Chair, Vice Chair of Amenities, and the Mayor to finally decide provision following agreement by allotment holders.
16. CROSS-BORDER TOURISM DEVELOPMENT GROUP

For information the Council was provided with minutes on the Cambrian Heritage Railway Project.

It was RESOLVED:

· To note the information.
17. THE BRITISH & INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF FESTIVALS FOR MUSIC, DANCE & SPEECH – CONFERENCE 2010

An invitation to attend the 2010 Conference from the 1st – 3rd October 2010 at Dunston Hall, Norwich.

It was RESOLVED:

· To agree for Councillor Bennett to attend the Conference at a cost of £195 for the 3 days.
18. SHROPSHIRE TOURISM – INVITATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

For information letter from the Business Support Officer, Shropshire Tourism, confirming that the company is a public/private partnership and has over six hundred members in and around the county.  It is a not-for-profit organisation undertaking a range of marketing and promotional activities.  The Council was invited to join.

It was RESOLVED:

· To decline the invitation.
19. CAE GLAS PARK  - GREEN FLAG AWARD
The Council has expressed an interest in attaining Green Flag status for Cae Glas Park.  Report TC/2086/10 was provided by the Facilities Manager on the assessment criteria and gaps and omissions regarding an application.
Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To agree the aspiration of seeking Green Flag as a medium/longer term accreditation badge;
· To work towards meeting the criteria by setting out to produce a Management Plan for the Park;
· Officers initially to consider issues to be addressed and to provide a further detailed report with costings to also assist budget planning and to establish an agenda of priorities for 2010/11.
20. CASTLE BANK REPAIR
Report from the Facilities Manager on essential repairs needed to the public paths on Castle Bank.  Three quotes for this work were submitted with conflicting views on the work required.
After due consideration it was RESOLVED:
· To submit the option cost to English Heritage and invite them to advise on their preference for repair.  To also advise them that no budget provision is available and therefore the works will be of an emergency nature and English Heritage to be invited to consider potential funding.
21.
HISTORIC PANTECHNICON
Report from the Town Clerk on the current status of the Pantechnicon and also the result of an approach to Blist Hill Museum regarding local display, which they have rejected due to too many similar items already acquired.
After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To approach Shropshire Council Museum Service to see if they could find permanent accommodation and/or assist with restoration.
22.
TOWN GREEN
Following discussions between the Town Council and Mr. S. Burkey, Shropshire Council, it is possible that a site visit will be arranged to the new Town Green in the near future.  It is also suggested that the site possibly could be dedicated to the memory of Wilfred Owen and it has been suggested by Councillor M. Bennett that this be considered on a Town Council agenda as a matter of urgency.

It was RESOLVED:
· To carry out a site visit on the 5th July 2010 subject to the agreement of Shropshire Council;

· To confirm support for the site to be dedicated to the memory of Wilfred Owen, this would become the largest memorial to him in the world;

23.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM COMMITTEE
Minutes of Oswestry in Bloom Committee meetings:

30th March 2010  
-  
OIB/1/10
20th April 2010     
-  
OIB/2/10
11th May 2010      
-  
OIB/3/10
1st June 2010       
-  
OIB/4/10
RESOLVED:

· To note progress and to formally thank the group of volunteers for their considerable work.

24.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
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