FGP/121/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 23rd February, 2009 at the conclusion of the Development and Planning Committee in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones.



Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 



W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 



Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

R.W. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable  and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor M. Bennett.

335.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitment, Councillor K.R. Barrow – family commitment.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

336.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED the below declarations were recorded:


Councillor J.R. Evans agenda item 8 Utilities: Gas and Electricity, West 
Mercia Supplies – personal interest due to family members employed with 
one of the utilities.


Councillor R. Hoseason, agenda item 14 – SALC and agenda item 16 – 
North West Local Council Forum – personal interest due to being the 
Council’s representative on SALC.

337.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings held on 19th January, 2009, FGP/119/09 and 22nd January, 2009, FGP/120/09 were confirmed and signed.
338.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to February 2009, TC/1857/09.
339.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

16th January, 2009 

-
SC/287/09
2nd February, 20009 
-
SC/288/09
340.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 13th February, 2009,

TC/1858/09.

341.
UTILITIES:  GAS AND ELECTRICITY, WEST MERCIA SUPPLIES
Report from the Finance Officer following the presentation by West Mercia Supplies to a recent meeting of the Committee.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 

· To formally adopt Report TC/1866/09.
· To transfer electricity/gas accounts to West Mercia Supplies, ideally from the 1st April, 2009, subject to the satisfaction of the Internal Auditor in terms of compliance with the Council’s own financial regulations.
· To refuse to settle outstanding accounts with British Gas without proper reasoning, evidence of a duty of care and greater transparency for our own audit purposes.  Owen Paterson, M.P. to be invited to seek an explanation, as appropriate.

· The contract to be undertaken with West Mercia Supplies to be reviewed in November 2009, previous to considering the capping structure.

· All meters to be accurately described, properly located and to be within the ownership of the Council.
342.
QUALITY TOWN COUNCIL STATUS

RESOLVED to note that SALC have confirmed that the Town Council has 
been reaccredited as a Quality Council under the 2008 revised scheme.
343.
THE PARISH COUNCILS (POWER TO PROMOTE WELL-BEING) 
(PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS) ORDER 2008


Legal Briefing LO1-09 from The National Association of Local Councils 
containing the Order which details the conditions a parish council must 
satisfy if it wishes to quality as an ‘eligible parish council’ entitled to 
exercise the power of well-being (as defined in section 2 Local 
Government Act 2000) which came into force on the 31st December, 2008.


RESOLVED 
· To confirm the Council’s wish to be an eligible council.

· The Town Clerk to attempt to arrange training and qualification for Members and Clerk at the earliest opportunity at the lowest possible cost. 

344.
ELECTION OF THE MAYOR-ELECT AND THE DEPUTY MAYOR-
ELECT 2009-2010


Consideration of the Seniority List in respect of the above appointment.


It was noted that Councillors W.O. Jones, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and


W. Benyon had formally declined Office, due to ill health.  After debate, it 
was 


RESOLVED to confirm that Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain be 
nominated as The Mayor-Elect for 2009/2010 and Councillor Mrs. E. 
Channon be nominated as The Deputy Mayor-Elect for 2009/2010.

It was further RESOLVED to record a vote of thanks and the Council’s 
best wishes to the three Members that had declined the Office of Mayor, 
thanking them for their service to date to the Council and wishing them 
well for the future.
345.
TASK AND FINISH GROUP – CIVIC CEREMONIAL

Report from the Task and Finish Group following the meeting held on the 

 
12th February with representatives of Oswestry Borough Council.


RESOLVED 

· Report TC/1868/09 be adopted.
· To reaffirm the willingness to be custodians of all items on the schedule and to seek ownership and valuation as a matter of urgency.
· The Task and Finish Group to be delegated to finalise the transfer, purchase, display and storage of Town and Borough Council items, as appropriate and as detailed within the report.  Costings and grants for display cases to be clarified and presented to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee in advance of the process taking place.
346.
SIR WATKIN WILLIAMS WYNN SILVER TROPHY 1777

E-mail from the General Manager, Bangor On Dee Races confirming that 
Bangor On Dee is celebrating 150 years of racing in 2009.


In summary, the writer sought consent for the Trophy to be used for 
presentation purposes at a race and to be displayed on site on Race 
Days.  After discussion, it was


RESOLVED to reaffirm ownership to the Town Council, detailing extracts 
from Stanley Leighton.  


It was further RESOLVED, however, to agree that Bangor on Dee be 
offered the Trophy for short-term loan and display at a meeting in 2009, 
subject to the Course providing the necessary transport, security and 
insurance cover safeguards.

347.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

Following the SALC AGM in November 2008 it was agreed that a 
restructure of the organisation would take place and various Review 
Groups were appointed.  Councillor M. Bennett and the Town Clerk have 
been attending the various meetings and provided updates.  After 
discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To adopt Report TC/1869/09.

· To adopt the report from Councillor M. Bennett, TC/1870/09.

· To formally write to SALC expressing concern that no EGM has taken place in February as a result at the Annual General Meeting 2008 and to seek an explanation.  In addition, to highlight rumours over financial difficulties within SALC and to seek an update and assurance that a deficit budget will not be relevant at the 31st March, 2009, thereby placing member councils at financial risk.


It was further RESOLVED that on the basis of the review of SALC and 
the removal of the District Councils in the County in the next few weeks, 
that the Town Council promote a meeting of market town councils in North 
Shropshire to discuss the future of SALC and membership, the new 
agenda with regard to Unitary and representational matters.  An invitation 
to be extended to The Mayor or Chairman of appropriate Councils, plus 
Town Clerk and two additional elected Members.
348. PUBLICITY 2009-10

The Committee was asked to give a steer in terms of the format of 
publicity that it wishes to enter into from April 2009.  It was considered  
important for the Council to provide guidance in terms of the frequency of 
newsletters to be produced, the quality and style, inclusions and 
distribution.  It was suggested that it may be possible to move towards a 
more commercial type newsletter inviting advertisement.  Equally the 
Council may wish to make a publication more community focused inviting 
contributions from partner organisations.  


The Town Clerk provided a further update, expressing the hope that four 
editions could be published within each year to meet Quality Council 
status; a twelve page community newsletter could apply, with the Council 
having control over contacts, editorial, pictures and advertisements.  The 
content would include local service directory, Town Council items, unitary 
items, Local Joint Committee matters, extracts from local organisations 
and an events diary.  The aim would be to provide a production at no cost, 
except for distribution costs to be met by the Town Council.  After 
discussion, it was 


RESOLVED to adopt the principles as outlined by the Town Clerk on a no 
cost basis to the Council, excluding distribution and the Town Clerk to be 
instructed to proceed, looking to four publications in 2009/10 targeted at 
June, September, December and March.

349.
NORTH WEST LOCAL COUNCIL FORUM
       
Following a presentation from Councillor David Lloyd, M.B.E., Leader, 
Oswestry Borough Council in the autumn of 2008, the potential role of the 
Town Council as a catalyst for parish councils within the former Oswestry 
Borough area was promoted.  One of the useful mechanisms for training, 
consultation etc. is the meeting of Chairmen and Clerks of local councils 
which is currently held on a quarterly basis.


Moving towards the unitary implementation, the Town Council was asked 
to consider if it wishes to facilitate such a forum for local councils within 
the North West of the County, providing an opportunity for matters of 
mutual interest to be discussed and to provide a forum for representatives 
of the Unitary Council to address a wider audience.  This could be 
extended to replicate the current Area Committee basis currently operated 
by SALC but remains uncertain within their Constitution review currently 
taking 
place.

RESOLVED to adopt the idea and approaches to be made to local 
councils within the Oswestry Borough area.

350.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANSIATION – NEW ELECTORAL 
ARRANGEMENTS


Letter from Richard Thomas, Democratic Services Manger, Shropshire 
County Council, providing details and responsibilities for all electoral and 
electoral registration matters from 1st April, 2009.


RESOLVED the information be noted but to express concern at the lack of 
consultation with parishes, expressing the viewpoint that counts and 
nomination papers should be provided locally, particularly for parish 
elections, due to distances to travel.  In addition, to enhance local 
democracy, counts should be held locally, due to the limitation on 
numbers at the proposed Shrewsbury venues.

351.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – ROADSHOW

RESOLVED to note the invitation from Shropshire Council to find out more 
about the authority 
when the six councils in Shropshire merge from the 
1st April, 2009.

352.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

