DPC/81/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 22nd March, 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, C. Schofield, P.A. Cherrington and A.P.D. Hannagan.
Also in attendance: The Facilities Manager



   Retail Markets and Events Manager


    
In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon
80.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Bennett – another meeting, Councillor Mrs E. Channon – family commitments, Councillor Mrs A.H. Bickerton – illness and Councillor D. Barrow – illness.
81.
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were in attendance to ask questions
82.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in item 8 – planning application 10/00793/FUL as a neighbour of the building.

Councillor Mrs C. Hawksley declared a personal interest in item 8 – planning application 10/00757/COU as an acquaintance of the family. - 
83.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings as held on 8th February, 2010 – DPC/79/10 and 17th February, 2010 – DPC/80/10 were confirmed and signed.
84.
OSWESTRY – SUPERMARKET APPLICATIONS
The Town Clerk has been advised that the meeting of the Planning Committee of Shropshire Council held on the 18th March 2010 agreed to defer each of the four supermarket applications. 
Smithfield Livestock Market – Ref OBC/08/15788/OUT


J.T.Hughes/Guttercrest – Ref OBC/09/15868/OUT


Richard Burbridge Ltd – Ref OBC/09/15869/OUT


Central Car Park – Ref 09/02082/FUL

The item for debate was included on the agenda as it was sent out before last Thursdays meeting.  The matter is therefore just an update as clearly discussion on the Smithfield application that the Council is involved within must remain private and confidential due to the legal contracts as entered into and the possible threat of legal challenge if any disclosures are made.

The Mayor and Town Clerk have been invited to a meeting with OS21 next month when they are seeking to clarify the Council’s position regarding the future for supermarkets within the town. The factual situation will be explained that the Council has already consistently issued in its press releases.

The Council record confirmation “that it will not enter into debate on any of the current schemes or future supermarket provision for Oswestry, due to the contractual arrangements that have been made, until the planning situation is resolved”.

The Planning Committee of Shropshire Council is to consider the matter again in three months time.  However Members are simply asked to note that, in advance of this, the Council will be meeting with Oswestry Cattle Auctions and the development partner to review the current position.
RESOLVED the update be noted but that no meeting shall take place with OS21 at this time.
85.
FLAGPOLE IN CAE GLAS PARK
The Oswestry Branch of the Royal British Legion approached the Council looking to the possibility of siting a permanent pipe in the ground to fly a flag at the above site on certain occasions during the year.


The matter had rested with Shropshire Council for some time but now the proposal is acceptable without planning permission.
The Legion has been notified and a meeting will take place with them in the near future and a formal proposal brought back to the Council.
RESOLVED to agree in principle but to await the formal proposal.
86.
SHROPSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY FINAL PLAN PUBLICATION

Letter from Policy Manager of Shropshire Council confirming that the preparation of the Core Strategy has now reached its publication stage.  Shropshire Council is inviting representations to be made on the “soundness” of the Publication Core Strategy between Monday 15 February and Monday 29 March 2010.


The Core Strategy DPD sets out the strategic planning policy for the whole of Shropshire, including a spatial vision and objectives.  It also sets out a development strategy which identifies the level of development expected to take place within Shropshire up until 2026 and a number of Core Policies which will help to achieve the vision.  All subsequent LDF documents produced will build upon the Core Strategy.


RESOLVED that individual copies of the documents are issued to the Councillors for reading with a Seminar to follow a month later for more detailed discussion.
87.
APPLICATION FOR TREE WORKS – TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Application in respect of works to a tree covered by the Council of the Borough of Oswestry (The Broomhall Lane) TPO 2006. Appendix ‘B’.

RESOLVED to note application.
88.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications - PA/111/10
10/00793/FUL – ERECTION OF A SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION AT THE SIDE OF AN EXISTING DWELLING (PART RETROSPECTIVE) – 28 CROSS STREET, OSWESTRY
RESOLVED to support application but with stringent conditions for soundproofing, public control and enforcement.

10/00757/COU – CHANGE OF USE FROM GROUND FLOOR OFFICE TO RESIDENTIAL FLAT – 16 LOWER BROOK STREET, OSWESTRY
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

10/00644/ADV – ERECTION AND DISPLAY OF ONE NON-ILLUMINATED FASCIA SIGN AND ONE ILLUMINATED HANGING SIGN – 8-10 THE CROSS, OSWESTRY.

RESOLVED to support as suitable for area of conservation.

1000798/LBC – ALTERATIONS OT A RAISED PATIO WITH CANOPY , NEW TIMBER BIN STORE AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO GRADE II LISTED BUILDING -  BELL INN, 61 CHURCH STREET, OSWESTRY.
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.
89.
OSWESTRY AND SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCILS ECONOMIC AND REGENERATION FORUM
To note a report on the Joint Council Forum as held on Tuesday 16 March 2010. TC/2055/10
Although early days the Forum is considered to be a useful arena to share ideas and good practise, with the opportunity to involve other Town Councils at a later date.
RESOLVED the report be noted.
90.
SMITHFIELD ROAD – MARKS AND SPENCER
Letter from the Assistant Director Environmental Maintenance of Shropshire Council, responding to this Council’s observations on the above subject.


“I can confirm that we are aware of the parking that takes place on the existing double yellow lines on Smithfield Road outside Marks and Spencer.  This is generally parking by disabled badge holders, who are permitted to park on double yellow lines for up to 3 hours.


Shropshire Council has recently put forward proposals to prohibit this parking by the introduction of a loading restriction; however, following a recent meeting with Councillor Keith Barrow and other local Members for the Oswestry area, it has been decided to put this proposal on hold for the moment, pending the outcome of the recent planning applications to develop the Central Car Park site, which may influence future traffic restrictions, etc, in this area.


I trust this is satisfactory; however, should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.”

The Council was disappointed that Shropshire Council have used the planning applications as an excuse not to put adequate safety measures in place on Smithfield Road.

RESOLVED to write to Shropshire Council to ensure that safety measures already agreed by the Police and the Town Council are put in place as a matter of urgency regardless of the on going planning applications.

91.
BAILEY HEAD – CHRISTMAS CAR PARKING

Letter from the Assistant Director Environmental Maintenance of Shropshire Council, to confirm that all fixed penalty charges relating to the Christmas period at Bailey Head have been cancelled and refunded.


“In addition, all of the teams involved in this issue have been made aware of the parking arrangements at Bailey Head in order that similar errors do not happen again in the future.”
RESOLVED
to note reply but with disappointment that no apology was offered. Confirmation of ownership of the Bailey Head was requested.
92.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE TAXI BAYS IN OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE
Letter from the Team Leader, Traffic Management and Regulation Team, Shropshire Council  Appendix C.
RESOLVED to note information but query the need for 2 taxi bays at Castle Bank.
                                                                             COUNCILLOR W. BENYON







   CHAIRMAN
PAGE  
1

