AC/03/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 21st July 2010 in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, 
Councillors R. Hoseason, F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, P. Cherrington, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. V. Schofield, J.G. Jones, C. Schofield and Mrs M.E. Chamberlain



In the Chair:
           Councillor Mrs. A. H. Bickerton

In attendance:
David Preston, Town Clerk


Glenys Davies, Facilities Manager
30.
APOLOGIES

           No apologies for absence were received.
31.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations were invited in respect of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4, CCTV, as his employers provide equipment for the service.

32.
CCTV


Following recent discussions by the Amenities Committee an invitation was extended to Shropshire Council to talk about the future of CCTV in Oswestry and its funding/resourcing.


Mr D Roberts, Environmental Enforcement Manager of Shropshire Council attended and told the meeting that if the Town Council continues their part of the funding of the service Shropshire Council will also continue for the next 12 months.  The decision to extend the contract further will be made following bench marking of the County’s CCTV systems.

Mr Roberts gave an overview of the current plans to save money but still deliver an efficient 24/7 service.  Shropshire Council are looking into Shropshire wide contracts, encompassing Ludlow and Whitchurch. Considering whether to lease or buy equipment and possible job share to save on staffing costs. They are also looking at Wi-Fi and V-Motion systems which are capable of sending out immediate images to Police Officers on the ground.  He said it could be possible for Oswestry to have some of the old cameras if this went ahead.

Councillors were concerned for the future of the Oswestry CCTV as Shropshire Council were only committed to funding for the next 12 months.  Oswestry has made a vast capital outlay into the scheme and are locked into a maintenance contract. 

Sergeant Jim Stafford from Oswestry Police attended the meeting to voice concerns about the uncertainty around the future of the service that has been staffed by volunteers for the last 9 years.  He said that it was recognised that the way forward must be the most efficient and cost effective but that his members need to be kept up-to-date on any progress.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To establish a Task Force of Shropshire Council, West Mercia Constabulary and the Town Council to look at the future of CCTV and options available in future funding.  The Group to also look at capital and revenue budgets and the link-up with other systems and potential partnership benefits.
33.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING

The Council has made representations to Shropshire Council to clarify funding and budgets for the delivery of Christmas decorative lighting from 2010 onwards.

Mr Nick Williams, Technical Support Officer from Shropshire Council’s Street Scene department, attended to discuss the provision for 2010.
He said that Shropshire Council was reviewing the budget but would continue to fund the Christmas lights for at least one more year. He revealed that the Council had already carried out a replacement programme on Oswestry’s bulbs upgrading to LED’s  and replaced canopy wires at a total cost of £16,500 and paid last year’s electric bill of £2,395.37.
After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To confirm satisfaction that funding for the 2010 scheme will continue but to stress that if Shropshire Council do decide to withdraw its financial support in the future then the Council would hope that Shropshire Council will continue to offer support through its staff technical expertise and also provide suitable storage for the equipment.
It was further RESOLVED:

· To request early dialogue and updates as proposals for 2011 when funding becomes clearer.
34.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting as held on the 23rd June 2010 - AC/02/10 were confirmed and signed. 
35.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE TO DATE
RESOLVED:

· To adopt report TC/2112/10 from the Finance Officer.
36.
OSWESTRY MAGISTRATES’ COURT


Brief discussion took place over the recent announcement of the proposals for the future delivery of Magistrates’ Courts within the County.  On this basis it was acknowledged that the Mayor had written to the Team Leader requesting a presentation to the Council and it was anticipated that this meeting would be held early September before the closing date for consultation.


RESOLVED:

· The update be noted.
37.
CAE GLAS PARK - MAINTENANCE
Update report CGP/144/10 from the Facilities Manager on meetings held with Fastrack Grounds Maintenance on 11th & 25th June and 2nd July 2010.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To write to the supplier of the two floral carpet beds in the Park informing them of the disappointment with the standard provided, the non-conformance with the intended colour scheme and the fact the plants are in plastic trays rather than planted directly into the soil.  On this basis to suggest that the contractor’s supply is not fit for purpose and in accordance with the design submitted and to request suitable recompense.
· To normally only provide carpet bedding in future when the applicant is prepared to meet the full cost directly or in partnership through external grant.
· To note that the 98 Hebe were purchased for the Garden of the Blind at a cost of £392 and planted in-house to produce the contract saving as required by the Council.
38.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
Report HC/65/10 on meetings between the Facilities Manager and representatives of the Centre held on 29th June and 13th July 2010.
Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To purchase the digital photo frame at a cost of £212.72 for displaying the first floor exhibitions on the ground floor.
39.
DISPLAY ENERGY CERTIFICATES
Report from the Facilities Manager of issues involved in obtaining Display Energy Certificates for Council buildings.

RESOLVED:

· To note report TC/2115/10 and to agree the fee of £956.00 from Dave Walker to provide Display Energy Certificates for the Guildhall and Powis Hall.
40.
ROTARY CLUB OF OSWESTRY – CAE GLAS PARK
An e-mail was received from Mr David Foden, the new President of Oswestry Rotary Club, advising that one of the national ideas at present is for the planting of crocus bulbs to remind people that Rotary is at the forefront of the fight against Polio.

Rotary International is working with the Eden Project and the International Flower Bulb Centre in Holland to plant purple crocus bulbs from the beginning of October so that they will be in flower for Rotary Day – 23rd February 2011.  The purple flowers represent the colour of ink dabbed on a child’s little finger to indicate that they have been immunised against polio.

The aim of “Focus on the Crocus” is for Rotary Clubs across Rotary International to contact their local schools, residential homes, local councils and other community organisations to ask them to identify suitable areas and hopefully take part in planting the area with swathes of purple crocus bulbs in the autumn – this will become a reminder of the essential need to continue the fight to eradicate polio from the world.

The Council was asked to consider in principle whether it would support the Oswestry Rotary Club in the international project.

Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To offer to fund the cost of the 5,000 crocus bulbs anticipated to be £85.
· To suggest that as part of Local Democracy Week, Rotary work with local schools for planting to raise community awareness.
· The Town Council to fully support the proposal and offer sites for planting that could include the laurel hedgerow in Cae Glas Park, areas of Brogyntyn Park and Castle Bank.
41.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES
a) Report from the Facilities Manager of the Archives Task and Finish Group held on 20th May 2010 - TC/2116/10.
RESOLVED:

· To note the report and to formally adopt the actions.
b) Quarterly Archives Report from Helen Haynes, Archivist, for the period April to June 2010.
RESOLVED:

· The report be adopted.  

It was further RESOLVED:

· To note the report and also that a temporary contract extending the Service Level Agreement had been negotiated with Shropshire Council at an anticipated budget cost of £600 to cover the absence of the Archivist through ill health.
42.
OSWESTRY PLAY PARTNERSHIP
Following representations made by the Council, letter from George Candler, Assistant Director – Culture & Leisure, provided the update as requested and confirmed that the project was not capable of being devolved to the Town Council due to grant terms and conditions.
RESOLVED:

· To seek clarification as to whether the funding for the Unicorn and Coney Green areas had been lost due to the time limited lottery funding and to question why.  In addition to request whether Shropshire Council will consider making any recompense to the residents of Eastern Oswestry for the loss of these two key projects.
43.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY
Report on recent meetings held between the Facilities Manager and Cemetery Staff.
RESOLVED:

· To note report TC/2113/10.
44.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.
Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton

Chairman
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