MCP/119/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 17th February, 2010 following the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   


The Mayor - Councillor Mrs M.E. Chamberlain

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs E. Channon, 

P.A. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, A.P.D. Hannagan, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield

Also in attendance:
The Town Clerk

The Markets and Finance Officer

In the Chair:  

Miss B.Y. Gull


638.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor Mrs M. Benyon– family commitments, Councillor W. Benyon– family commitments,  Councillor Mrs D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs A.H. Bickerton – Illness and Councillor J.R. Evans – family commitments.

639.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of personal or prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda were declared in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note there were no disclosures.

640.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting as held on the 30th November, 2009 - MCP/118/09 were confirmed and signed
641.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers April 2009 to January 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2034/10 be adopted.
642.
BAILEY HEAD CHRISTMAS PARKING
The Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee confirmed that parking notices had been issued during December on the Bailey Head despite the agreement of Shropshire Council to permit car parking on the site throughout the month.  As a result it was
RESOLVED that a letter be forwarded to Shropshire Council asking that any fines issued during the month should be refunded as a matter of course without application by any individual.  Also to suggest that in future on such matters that the communication is improved between the Council and the on site enforcement team.
643.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers April 2009 to January 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2035/10 be adopted.
644.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to 31st January 2010.
RESOLVED report TC/2036/10 be adopted.

In addition, a report was presented by the Town Clerk following a meeting between the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee and Jamie Ward representing Oswestry Farmers’ Market.  In summary, traders discounted the option of amalgamating the Saturday and Farmers’ Markets and it was considered that the important issue was to try and preserve the Farmers’ Market with its own separate identity.  
The key issue centred around the site for the Market and it was clear that interest was apparent from traders to return but only if a more central location was provided.  The discussion highlighted the pressure that the Council was under to keep the market activities in one location and following discussions it was clear from the meeting that only two options really existed.  The first was for the market to remain on a Friday on the Bailey Head and to offer incentive schemes to traders with a new PR campaign that can be led by the new Retail Markets and Events Officer.  The second option would to be looking at the possibility of siting the Market in Cross Street during its pedestrianised closure period on a Friday.
The report as presented suggested that the Council should look at the two options provide an initial viewpoint and then feasibility and costing work could take place with the aim of presenting a firm proposal to the next meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee.  After discussion it was 

RESOLVED to confirm agreement to look at the two options namely Cross Street and the Bailey Head and pursue feasibility, cost appraisal, consultation and a trader incentive scheme with a report to be presented to the next meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee
645.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued - April  2009 to January 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2037/10 be adopted.

It was further RESOLVED that the Finance Officer of the Council be invited to present a report looking at what additional performance information could be presented to the Committee in terms of car parking analysis, time periods of use etc.

646.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks April 2009 to 31st January 2010.

RESOLVED report TC/2038/10 be adopted.

647.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to the 8th January 2010. 

RESOLVED report TC/2039/10 be adopted.
648.
MARKS AND SPENCER TROLLEY PARK – SMITHFIELD STREET

CAR PARK
It was reported that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee had now met with Ruth Hart, Store Manager, Marks and Spencer, with regard to relocating the trolley park presently sited on Smithfield Street Car Park on to the Central Car Park.  
An initial meeting had been attended by the Town Clerk and Marks and Spencer and the meeting with elected members was a follow up on site looking at options available.  After considerable discussion it was 

RESOLVED 

· To note the update from the Chairman and Town Clerk following the meeting that day with Marks and Spencer.
· To confirm agreement in principal for the extra facility, acknowledging that the intention would now be to retain the current facility on the Smithfield Street Car Park looking towards an additional facility on the Central Car Park.
· To invite Marks and Spencer to come back to the Council with a financial offer for the new facility on the Central Car Park
· That as conditions for a new agreement on the Central Car Park that the drop pavements to the Central Car Park be improved together with the pedestrianised area within the car park recognising the need to accommodate disability requirements.

· In terms of the highway to invite an update from the portfolio holder for highways – Shropshire Council on proposals to regulate and restrict parking in Smithfield Road adjacent to the store and also to advise of the trolley initiative scheme as intended by Marks and Spencer and therefore questioning why no action has been taken on this site despite previous representations by the Town Council.
· To invite Marks and Spencer to present a financial package for the further consideration of the Council.

· Marks and Spencer to meet the costs of preparing the legal agreement in respect of the new facility.

649.
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE REPORT “MARKET FAILURE?- CAN THE TRADITIONAL MARKETS SURVIVE?”
For information a copy of the report was presented to the Markets and Car Parks Committee 

RESOLVED the report be noted.
650.
NABMA – WORKING GROUP ON RETAIL MARKET
Update from Graham Wilson, Chief Executive - NABMA on the first meeting of the newly established Working Group on Retail Markets.  The establishment of the group follows on from the Governments acceptance of the recommendations within the CLG Report “Market Failure? - can the traditional markets survive?”
In addition, the Town Clerk provided an update on the Building Better Markets event arranged by NABMA in Birmingham on the 28th January 2010.  The Minister Rosie Winterton spoke on the positive responsive Government to all recommendations in the CLG Report pledging to help markets meet the challenge.  It was also noted that the Government is to publish new guidance “Growing Markets” that will explain how new traders can benefit from Government packages and initiatives with the documentation to have wide distribution including through NABMA.
RESOLVED the update be noted.
651.
CAR PARKING – OSWESTRY
Letter from Mr Wilton and Mrs Walker-Wilton with regard to the height barriers on Town Council car parks.  After careful consideration it was 
RESOLVED to respond

· To highlight that there are car parks available within Oswestry for the use as suggested that includes the Horsemarket.

· That height restrictions exist due to certain car parks having short stay designation, difficulties incurred by commercial vehicle use in the past, problems with over night stays and resulting health and safety, and limited access/egress in particular to the Central Car Parks that has resulted in the past machine and equipment damage.

· To re-affirm the Councils current policy in terms of height barriers.

· To invite Shropshire Council to consider tourist signage to direct motor homes to sites that can accommodate them within the town and surrounding areas.
652.
POWIS HALL MARKET PERFORMANCE
Report from the Finance Officer on Powis Hall Performance and occupancy to 31st December 2009.
RESOLVED report TC/2012/10 be adopted.

653.
NABMA – MANAGEMENT BOARD
RESOLVED to note minutes of the meeting of the NABMA Management Board held on the 21st October, 2009.

654.
EUROPEAN SERVICES DIRECTIVE
NABMA has been involved with BIS concerning the European Services Directive and its implications in terms of market rights.  The directive was particularly important in terms of market rights and if the Council currently relies on market rights to licence car boot sales and private markets.
In summary, the Markets and Car Parks Committee was invited to consider the advice from NABMA and to formally minute its acceptance of that advice and the fact that it believes the directive does not apply to its market rights.

After due consideration it was

RESOLVED to note the updates from NABMA and the legal advice as provided and to formally confirm that Oswestry Town Council accepts the advice as provided by NABMA and therefore believes that the Directive does not apply to its Market Rights.
655.
NABMA – REVIEW 2009
RESOLVED to note for information a review from Graham Wilson, Chief Executive outlining the issues that NABMA had been involved with during the calendar year 2009 that had seen considerable administrative support from Oswestry Town Council through the service level agreement.

656.
MYDECO – POWIS HALL
Information had been received from Mydeco confirming that Sir Terence Conran and Tara Bernerd have agreed a final concept for Powis Hall that will be completed by the end of February 2010.  

The information that will be provided will include:

· A perspective sketch providing an overview of proposals.

· Development sketches of key proposals, i.e. alterations to stalls etc.

· Specifications of key materials and finishes.

· A set of guidelines to assist the tenants to maintain a well ordered and organised market.

“Please note that, as per the terms and conditions of the competition, the design is intended to take on the hopes and wishes of your stallholders, bringing a fresh modern look, making a better place to work and a more inviting place to visit.  However structural alterations, such as works to replace the ramp with a lift are excluded and fall outside of our responsibilities.

The design will be handed over to you in a format that you can pass on to your appointed contractors.  Mydeco will also help with sourcing and negotiating materials via our retailer and manufacturers contacts up to the value of £50,000.

Sir Terence and Tara are keen for your team to come to London and meet with them, so that they can personally present the visual concept.  This can be arranged for a mutually agreeable date at the end of February and we look forward to seeing you in London to present you with the winning design”.

In addition, the Council was advised that Shropshire Council through the Local Joint Committee had allocated £10,000 towards the project which is ring fenced for a twelve month period.
RESOLVED to confirm that the Chairman, Town Clerk, Retail Markets and Events Officer and one trader be authorised to attend the meeting in London as suggested but with the anticipation that some visit will be made to Oswestry to meet with both Council and traders to honour the previous commitments and also acknowledging the significant media interest that exists locally within the scheme.
657.
OSWESTRY TOWN PARTNERSHIP FORUM - DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Town Council originally suggested a Regeneration Forum for Oswestry but following meetings with Shropshire Council their view looks towards a Town Partnership Forum with a wider brief.  Initially the Town Council was looking at the Regeneration Forum, particularly in terms of town centre issues that included Oswestry Markets and the refresh of the Town Plan.

The views of the Markets and Car Parks Committee were invited on the draft terms of reference.
After discussion it was RESOLVED
· To highlight that the structure suggested appears to be far too onerous and possibly duplicates other partnerships.

· That urgent discussion take place with Shropshire Council to stress our core targets remain as town plan refresh and local economic regeneration and to invite the views of both portfolio holder and Tom McCabe, Director of Development Services on how these can be delivered in a framework and forum that can produce real outcomes in a cost effective manner.

658.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.

