OTC/02/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday 17th May 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber of The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E Channon, Councillors R. Hoseason, F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, J.R. Evans, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, P. Cherrington, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley,  A. Hannagan, Mrs. V. Schofield, J.G. Jones, Mrs M.E. Chamberlain and C. Schofield

In the Chair:


The Mayor

Also in attendance:   
David Preston, Town Clerk

1.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness.
RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
2.
PUBLIC SESSION

At the commencement of the meeting 15 minutes were set aside for members of the public to question the Council on local issues, etc.  

RESOLVED to note that no questions were appropriate.
3.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST

Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests of any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 22, Street Trading – Bailey Street, as he indicated that he may be involved in the matter as Chairman of the Licensing Committee of Shropshire Council.

4.
MINUTES


RESOLVED to adopt minutes of meetings held on:

29th March 2010

-
OTC/245A/10 

7th April 2010


-
OTC/246/10 

14th April 2010

-
OTC/247/10 

10th May 2010

-
OTC/01/10
5.
TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS


RESOLVED to note no questions were appropriate.

6.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2010/11

A schedule of meetings was presented. 


RESOLVED the revised schedule be adopted.

7.
MEETING WITH SEVERN TRENT WATER


RESOLVED to note that the Council had an opportunity to meet with Severn Trent Water over works to be undertaken in Victoria Road and within the Town Centre.  


RESOLVED to request the meeting at 6.00 pm on Wednesday 9th June 2010.
8.
TO TRANSACT ALL SUCH BUSINESS 


RESOLVED to note the following appointments:
a) Appointment of Committees
i) Development and Planning

All Members.

ii) Amenities
All Members.

iii) Finance and General Purposes
All Members.

iv) Markets and Car Parks
All Members.

v) Leisure and Amenities Sub
Councillors M. Bennett, W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, C. Schofield, Mrs. M. Benyon and Mrs. V. Schofield.

vi) Appeals Committee
To be appointed on a need basis.

vii) Disciplinary Committee
To be appointed on a need basis.

viii) Chairman’s Group
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of Standing Committees.

b) Appointment of Representatives
RESOLVED to appoint the below representatives:
i) Grace Rees Charity
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, W.O. Jones, Principal Walford and North Shropshire College, Head of The Marches School.
ii) Area Committee of Parish and Town Councils
Councillors M. Bennett and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

iii) Association for the Elderly


Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow and Mrs. M. Benyon.

iv) Oswestry Twinning Association
Councillors Mrs. V. Schofield, P. Cherrington, Mrs. D. Barrow (Substitute).

v) Oswestry and District Arts Association
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.

vi) Gatacre Allotment Liaison Committee
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones.

vii) Shrewsbury-Chester Rail Users’ Association
Councillor P. Cherrington.

viii) Christmas Decorative Lighting
Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, W. Benyon, W.O. Jones, Mrs C. Hawksley and Miss B.Y. Gull.

ix) Emergency Advisors
Maserfield Ward:

All Members.

Cambrian Ward:

All Members.

Gatacre Ward:

All Members.

Carreg Llwyd Ward:

All Members.

Cabin Lane Ward:

All Members.

Castle Ward:


All Members.

x) Cambrian Railways Trust
Councillors R. Hoseason and P. Cherrington

xi) Market Traders Liaison Panel
All Councillors.

xii) Local Joint Committee
Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, J.G. Jones, Mrs. V. Schofield, R. Hoseason (Reserve).

xiii) Oswestry and District Sports Council
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

xiv) Homelessness in Oswestry Action Project
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

xv) Oswestry and District Access Group
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

xvi) oMemorial Hall TrustMmMemorial Hall Trust
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.
xvii) Oswestry Play Partnership
Councillor M. Bennett.
xviii) Oswestry Youth Cafe
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

xix) Archives Task and Finish Group
Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, C. Schofield.
xx) Cemetery Task and Finish Group
Councillors J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, C. Schofield, M. Bennett.

xxi) Task and Finish Group – Civic Ceremonial
Councillors J.G. Jones, Mrs. E. Channon, Mrs. C. Hawksley and C. Schofield.

xxii) North Shropshire Larger Councils Forum
The Mayor, Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and Councillor M. Bennett.

xxiii) Markets 2010 Group
Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, M. Bennett, J.R. Evans.

xxix)
Oswestry Borderland Tourism Limited


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


7th April 2010

MCP/120/10

Finance and General Purposes Committee


29th March 2010
FGP/129/10
Development and Planning


22nd March 2010
DPC/81/10



14th April 2010
DPC/82/10

Amenities


3rd March 2010
AC/109/10

14th April 2010
AC/110/10
10.
OSWESTRY PLAY PARTNERSHIP


After discussion over membership it was:

RESOLVED that a letter be forwarded to the Chief Executive of Shropshire Council asking for an update on the status of the Oswestry Play Partnership, external funding that is available and Section 106 money as existing, plus details of the conditions of the Lottery Bid and to seek whether the partnership could be devolved to the Town Council with full assets and Officer support as necessary.

11.
AUDIT PANEL


At a recent meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee it was recommended that an Audit Committee be established recognising 
the amount of work now coming out of Internal Audit in respect of policy development, reviewing good practice, etc.

In addition it is clear that the Council needs to review its Standing Orders and also Financial Regulations within the next term and will also be looking at various policy documents that are to be updated by Shropshire Council under the new Service Level Agreement.

It was therefore recommended that an Audit Panel be appointed possibly with an extended brief to look at performance matters as well.   It was therefore suggested that the Panel be titled “Audit and Performance Panel” and Members were asked to consider the suggestion and appoint representatives as appropriate.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:
· To agree in principle to the appointment of an Audit and Performance Panel;

· A general training event on finance to be arranged by the Town Council and volunteers then to be invited to form membership of the Audit and Performance Panel and to undertake specific training to enable them to perform the role as required.
12.
NEW MODEL STANDING ORDERS FOR LOCAL COUNCILS

The National Association of Local Councils has produced a new publication with Model Standing Orders for Local Councils.


The Council last reviewed its Standing Orders in May 2008.   Recognising the various changes then it was considered sensible to review the existing and consider additions that should now be introduced as a result of changing legislation and good practice.


It was suggested that an overall review could possibly be undertaken by the Audit and Performance Panel with a formal recommendation and draft document to be presented to a future meeting of the Council for consideration.


After discussion it was: 
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be asked to draft a revised set of Standing Orders following the existing model but perhaps attaching notes as evidence of good practice.

13.
OSWESTRY SCHOOL


The Town Clerk had been notified by the Headmaster of Oswestry School of the opportunity for the Council to nominate a Governor to replace the late Councillor W.S. Keable.


Nominations were therefore invited, however, Members were informed that the Governing Body has the right to accept or refuse any nomination as submitted by the Council.


After discussion it was:

RESOLVED that the names of Councillors M. Bennett, P. Cherrington and Mrs. E. Channon be put forward as potential candidates for consideration by the governing body and each to be asked to submit direct a brief CV for the consideration of that governing body.


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull abstained from voting and asked that this be recorded.

14.
FINAL ACCOUNTS PREPARATION/FRSSE CHANGES


Report from the Finance Officer highlighting the changes introduced as a result of the revision in accounting policies arising as a result of the change from SORP to FRSSE with effect from the 2009/10 final accounts statements and as outlined within TC/1991/09.

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To note the report;

· To thank the Finance Officer for the detailed report;

· To support financial training.  

After further discussion it was further:

RESOLVED to recognise the requirement for the Audit and Performance Panel and that its brief should be:

· To receive and make recommendations to Finance and General Purposes on internal audit matters;

· To formally act as an audit panel for Oswestry Town Council;

· To review Council policies on a need basis and make recommendations;

· To be the point of contact for delivery of service plans.

15.
POWER OF WELL BEING

The Council determined to seek to achieve to meet the criteria to enable to promote the Power of Well-Being in accordance with the Local Government and Public Involvement in The Health Act 2007 that made a number of changes to the provision of Part One of the Local Government Act 2000.  The effect of the changes to the former legislation enables the Power of Well-Being to be extended to Local Councils which meet the conditions prescribed in The Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008.


After recognising that the Council meets The Prescribed Conditions Order it was formally RESOLVED:

“that Oswestry Town Council resolves that it meets the prescribed Conditions for eligibility to use the Power to promote Well-Being in accordance with The Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008.”


It was further:

 RESOLVED that NALC be notified accordingly. 
16.
FUTURE MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PCT’S DIRECTLY- PROVIDED COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES


RESOLVED to note a letter from Jo Chambers, Chief Executive of Shropshire County NHS Primary Care Trust outlining the new national guidance from the Department of Health about the future management of community health services that should be of interest to this Council.

17.
NALC – ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA SEMINAR


RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Town Clerk on the NALC event held at the Royal Leamington Spa Town Council on 15th April 2010 OTC/2085/10.
18.
ALC - CHAIRMAN


For information an e-mail had been received from the Association of Local Councils confirming the resignation of the Chairman, Councillor Roger Evans, and the appointment of Rosemary Abbiss as the new Chairman.  The two new Vice-Chairmen of the Association are Councillor David Beachey and Councillor Jill Seymour.


RESOLVED the updated be noted.
19.
PUBLIC CLOCK – PREZZO


The Council had agreed to repair the clock provided by public subscription on the property of the Prezzo Restaurant in Church Street, Oswestry.

The issue that the Council had faced had been securing a legal agreement to enable the clock to be maintained by its contractor after refurbishment.


The Council’s solicitor had now confirmed that Prezzo was the tenant and the freeholder have both confirmed their satisfaction with the proposal and access will be provided to the flat above the restaurant provided the Council make a nominal annual payment in respect of the electricity supply and any minor costs towards decoration.


To formalise the agreement the Council’s solicitor had confirmed that the Council seek a license for 21 years and then an extended arrangement whereby notice can only be given by 12 months serving on either party.


The arrangement will be for a nominal consideration of £1 a year if demanded.


RESOLVED the issue be approved.  The Mayor and Deputy Mayor be authorised to sign the appropriate documentation.
20.
SHROPSHIRE LARGER COUNCILS FORUM


Report on a meeting of the Forum held on 28th April 2010 at The Guildhall, Shrewsbury.

RESOLVED report TC/2089/10 be adopted.
21.
ARCHIVES – ANNUAL REPORT


RESOLVED to adopt a report from Helen Haynes, Archivist, on the activities of the archives during the past Civic year.

22.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
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