FGP/07/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 14th February 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. E. Channon)

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, V. Hunt, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.

In the Chair: 
Councillor M. Bennett


(Vice Chairman)

In attendance:  
David Preston, Town Clerk

120.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: 
Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness.  Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness.  Councillor J.G. Jones – illness.
RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
121.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
122.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.
Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest on Agenda Item 4 – Street Collections – as a member of the Strategic Licensing Committee of Shropshire Council.
Councillor S. Rainey declared a personal interest on Agenda Item 13 – Oswestry Town Plan Steering Group – as a member of the Group representing Oswestry Civic Society. 
123.
SPEAKER – STREET COLLECTIONS

The Finance & General Purposes had expressed an interest in taking on the devolved function for street collections in Oswestry.  Mr David Edwards, Head of Trading Standards, Shropshire Council, attended to provide an update on the current position.

In summary, Shropshire Council had inherited five different policies on street collections from the former District Councils.  The aim was to now produce one unified policy.  The former Borough Council is Oswestry had twenty collections with two additional collections for charities nominated by the Mayor and four specific organisations being given an annual permit.  It is interesting to note that on average only fourteen allocations were made.


It was also acknowledged that the legislation relating to street collections dates back to 1916.  Shropshire Council was now consulting with local Councils on policy and devolution of the service to Town Councils.  Several Town Councils had responded across the County but generally there appeared to be some apathy.  Consultation will conclude in February, then be considered by the membership of the Strategic Licensing Committee.  Assurances were given that the larger villages are covered by the provisions however there has been no demand.

The process now will be that the consensus of the consultation and a revised policy will be presented to a meeting scheduled for the 8th June 2011 and at this stage the Town Council was asked for confirmation that it remained interested in the delegation of the function.  Shropshire Council will provide necessary training and also the various forms and policy as the guide.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED to thank David Edwards for his attendance at the meeting and the presentation and to reaffirm that Oswestry Town Council still remains interested in the delegated function of street collections.
124.
MINUTES


Minutes of meetings held on 17th January 2011, FGP/06/10, and OTC/07/10 were confirmed and signed.

125.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officers on Money Market Analysis, TC/2205/11.
126.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE


RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on the Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 31st January 2011, TC/2206/11.
127.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

5th January 2011                         SC/331/11
17th January 2011                       SC/332/11
128.
REVISION AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT REGULATIONS 2003 (SI 2003 NO 533) AS AMENDED
Consultation by Communities and Local Government under Section 27(3) of the Audit Commission Act 1998 on a proposal to revise and consolidate the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 and four amending instruments.
After discussion it was RESOLVED to welcome the intended simplification of the accounts.  The Council’s view was that any changes should retain the accountability factor but reduce costs and beaurocracy. 

It was further RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Audit and Performance Panel at a future date should consideration of practical implications become appropriate.
129.
THE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT REGULATIONS (ENGLAND) 2011
For information a copy of the Accounts and Audit Regulations (England) 2011 were provided.
RESOLVED the update be noted.
130.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY

Information from the Association of Local Councils covering Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin concerning nominations for Buckingham Palace Garden Parties.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to note the revisions and the Town Clerk be instructed to nominate a Senior Member of Oswestry Town Council as nominated by its membership.  That nomination to evidence national and local voluntary work as undertaken by the individual in addition to long service as an Elected Member.
131.
OSWESTRY TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP
Letter from Andrew Tullo, Acting Chair of Oswestry Town Plan Steering Group, formally asking the Council to appoint a representative to sit on the Committee.

In addition, the Group was aware that the Town Council had allocated funding towards the formulation of a new Town Plan in its earmarked reserves.  Whilst in the process of drawing up estimated costs the Group asked as to whether the funding could be utilised once a figure is established and the Council was also asked to consider financial management of any grant to assist accountability.
Discussion also took place on the Localism Bill and consideration of Oswestry as part of a Vanguard programme.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To invite a presentation on the Town Plan linked to the Vanguard status and the wider Localism agenda’s to the meeting of the Development & Planning Committee on the 28th February 2011 or soon thereafter as possible.

· To defer appointment of a representative of financial matters until that presentation is received but to confirm in principle the willingness for the Town Council to act as the funding body for any grants as received towards the refresh of the Town Plan.

132.
THE LOCALISM BILL

RESOLVED to note for information a summary on the Bill that had been provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks.
133.
LOCALISM ISSUES

Report from the Town Clerk on issues relating to Localism for the Council to consider.

After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· That report TC/2216/11 be noted.

· The Council to organise a seminar on Localism linking together the issues and publicity matters.

134.
PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION
Report from the Town Clerk on issues relating to publicity and promotion for the Council to consider.

After discussion it was RESOLVED: 
· In terms of publicity and promotion the Council look to engage in a two-way conversation.

· The Council to progress at the earliest opportunity quotations for the provision and design of a new Town Council website.

· To look towards alternative methods for the distribution of Town Council newsletters.

It was further RESOLVED that report TC/2218/11 in terms of publicity and promotion be noted with elements to form part of the intended Council seminar.
135.
ROBERT JONES & AGNES HUNT ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL – FGP/05/10 – Minutes 76

Report from the Town Clerk following a meeting with the Chief Executive at the hospital, looking at ways the Council could establish a more formal communication with the hospital.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to note report TC/2217/11 with pleasure and to confirm that an annual meeting be held with the hospital’s Chief Executive.
136.
MARKET TOWNS REVITALISATION GROUP


Report on a meeting of the Market Towns Revitalisation Group held on the 21st January 2011 at the Guildhall, Shrewsbury.


RESOLVED the report be adopted.

137.
LARGER MARKET TOWNS REFERENCE GROUP


Report following a meeting of the Larger Market Towns Reference Group held on Monday 7th February 2011.


RESOLVED report TC/2219/11 be adopted.

138.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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