FGP/03/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th September 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor Councillor Mrs E Channon, Councillors F D Aldridge, M Bennett, Mrs M Benyon, W Benyon, Mrs A H Bickerton, Mrs M E Chamberlain, J R Evans, Miss B Y Gull, Mrs C Hawksley, R Hoseason, J G Jones, W O Jones, C Schofield, Mrs V Schofield.
In the Chair: 
Councillor J G Jones

(Chairman)

In attendance:  
David Preston, Town Clerk

27.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
28.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Rainey – family commitments, Councillor P Cherrington – family illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
29.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.
Councillor Mrs E Channon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11 – Introduction to West Mercia Police Authority - due to a family member being employed within the service.
Councillor W O Jones declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 25 – Establishment Matters - as the individual concerned was personally known.

30.
MINUTES


Minutes of meetings held on 14th June 2010, FGP/02/10, were confirmed and signed.

31.
MONEY MARKET

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer on Money Market Interest – TC/2119/10.
32.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDI2TURE


Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure estimated to 24th August 2010.


RESOLVED Report TC/2120/10 be adopted.
33.
SUNDRY CREDITORS


RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by the Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

SC/314/10 31st March 2010
SC/315/10 14th April 2010
SC/316/10 30th April 2010
SC/317/10 14th May 2010
SC/318/10 1st June 2010
SC/319/10 14th June 2010
SC/320/10 2nd July 2010
SC/321/10 15th July 2010
SC/322/10 2nd August 2010
34.
PROPOSAL ON THE PROVISION OF COURTS SERVICES IN STAFFORDSHIRE AND WEST MERCIA (COVERING THE COUNTIES OF HEREFORDSHIRE, WORCESTERSHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE)


Letter from the Area Lead for the Consultation Process in Staffordshire & West Mercia, HMCS, confirming that due to the numerous requests to attend meetings unfortunately HMCS is unable to accommodate them and therefore will not be able to visit Oswestry.  The Members therefore considered a copy of the Consultation Proposals acknowledging that feedback was required by the 15th September 2010.


After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To object strongly and challenge the assertions made in the document particularly as no train services are available for Oswestry and therefore the community has associated difficulties in reaching Gobowen Station.
· To highlight the issue of members of the local community being socially disadvantaged.

· To challenge travel times both in cost and accessibility.

· To highlight the impact of closures on the local economy.

· To demonstrate the public confidence in the judicial system will be eroded by the proposals.

· To ask for retention of the County Court Service in Shrewsbury and the Magistrates’ facility in Oswestry acknowledging that Oswestry is the second largest town within the county.

· To demonstrate the difficulty for Magistrates to carry out their duties by the proposals and also in respect of future recruitment due to the travel times that will be applicable.

· Finally to demonstrate the loss of local knowledge by the proposals that is often an important factor in decision making.
35.
LOCAL REFERENDUMS TO VETO EXCESSIVE COUNCIL TAX INCREASES

Consultation from Communities and Local Government on a proposal to allow local referendums to veto excessive council tax increases as an alternative to capping by central government.


Paragraph 8 of the Consultation specifically related to parish precepts.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To strongly object to the proposals as detailed.

· To challenge the validity of the arguments presented particularly as larger parishes are often greater than smaller districts and therefore two completely different arguments will apply.

· To highlight the excessive costs of ordering Referendum that may be more than the actual council tax increase but also the encouragement that may be available to local pressure groups to incur public costs.

· To demonstrate that the proposals damage the intention of government to hand down power to the local level and the local council sector with a stake in the Localism agenda.

· To include comments as presented by the Town Clerk following the compilation of a response from members of the Society of Local Council Clerks.

36.
INTRODUCTION TO WEST MERCIA POLICE AUTHORITY


Letter from the Chairman, West Mercia Police Authority, confirming that this is a challenging time for the Police Service and for Police Authorities.  A 25% cut in funding is anticipated over four years.  The writer formally requested that the views of local communities about policing or about their priorities should be invited.


After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To seek assurance that West Mercia will not be abolished due to its very difficult geographical structure and policing priorities.
· To suggest that to provide realistic costs then the pension requirement should be removed from the equation.

· To challenge and seek information on anticipated police numbers in West Mercia and Oswestry following the cuts and to invite comparison per capita of population with other force areas.

· To highlight that West Mercia is considered to be one of the most cost efficient police authorities and therefore any proposal should not transfer efficiency into inefficiency.

37.
MANIFESTO FOR THE FUTURE OF LOCAL COUNCILS


Letter from the National Chairman, NALC, setting out the National Association’s new policy publication, “Our Manifesto for the Future of Local Councils”.

The new Manifesto – aimed at the Government, political parties, our stakeholders and local councils themselves – sets out key issues for the future of local councils and some of the changes needed to help fulfil our ambitions.


RESOLVED the Manifesto be noted.
38.
LOCALISM IN ACTION


Report from the Town Clerk on the above NALC Conference held on the 2nd July 2010 at Bristol.


RESOLVED Report TC/2123/10 be adopted with thanks to the Town Clerk for attendance.

39.
OSWESTRY/SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL’S - INFORMATION GOVERNANCE TRAINING


RESOLVED to note feedback on the Information Governance Training event as held in July 2010 and the valuable learning experience as provided.

40.
E-BULLETIN FOR COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS AND NATIONAL COUNCIL


RESOLVED to note for information a copy of the August NALC E-Bulletin as provided that details update on various policy areas.

41.
TOWN COUNCIL SILVER


The Council silver was due to be valued during September and Councillor M Bennett had put forward suggestions for consideration by the Council.  These included that the Town Council consider engaging a professional photographer to take good quality detailed pictures of the silver collection and also to commission a DVD from Walford & North Shropshire College or an alternative supplier which could produce a more media attractive approach to showing the silver collection.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that an approach be made to Walford & North Shropshire College to ascertain their interest in producing a DVD in conjunction with the Council and possibly BBC Radio Shropshire to show the collection in detail with a narrative on its history.
42.
NALC – LEGAL BRIEFING - THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (INDEMNITIES FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS) ORDER 2004

RESOLVED to note
for information the Legal Briefing and update from NALC on the above order.

43.
NALC – EMPLOYMENT BRIEFING 


RESOLVED to note for information that NALC has produced an Employment Briefing on Employment Status: Employees, Other Workers and the Self-Employed.
44.
MODEL STANDING ORDERS


The Council agreed that the Town Clerk would prepare a revision to Standing Orders to incorporate any necessary matter arising from the draft Model Orders recently produced by NALC.


For discussion purposes a revision document had been provided.

After consideration it was RESOLVED that with some minor amendments the document be presented to the Council at its September meeting for formal adoption for the remainder of the Council term.

45.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – SMALL GRANT SCHEME

Consideration of an application from The Kingswell Centre.

RESOLVED a donation of £100 be made.

Application from No Panic for consideration of a grant from the Small Grant Scheme.

RESOLVED no donation be offered on the basis that it was considered that the overall benefit was not direct to the town itself.

46.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and be asked to withdraw.
Councillor J G Jones
Chairman
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